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No.9 45 

46/345/47 
| i Majesty’s Ambassador at Athens 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S.of S. for FA. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. ee 


/ 


ee 
Reference to previous correspondence: ~— o.. ¥ Kes 
Foreign Office telegram No.1878 of llth Sept. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. Subject. 


OR ee ee ee 


Note Verbale to | Illegal Jewish | 
Ministry of Foreign immigration - granting 
Affairs No.410 © . of Greek registration 
(46/345/47) of 13th to CORINA. 

September, 1947 
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he Bet tennte o unjesty's Bubasay present 
heir compisments to the Royal Kelienie Miniatey « 
Freres sAteaine metpal bee herd oy or seats foe of ie ot, 


| airs, r te draw the at be ation 
the pooh Pi ‘Hiellense governnent "te the oie : me matter. 


_ fis Masons Se. Gevernnent have received a 
fantu stefan). whieh fe Pitted: for oar ving iiie 
Jowian imuigrants and which holds a ermit to lean 
Rownanian waters, is about to sai ren Me: ein in 
erder to obtein a previstonal oeetisinete of Oree ‘e 
registration from he Greek Consulate-General at 


js 


Hie Majesty's Governuent velieve that ‘tate 
pdeoag will attempt to embark iliegal Jewish _ arante 
 Svem Rewnania and they are anxious te preve nt hex 

Separture. Bie lajeaty’s Subacsy exefore bee: 
inatruated to request ¢ Royal Go Governuent te. isevreet 
the Greek Goneul-Generai at istanvdul aot te. rant. } 
registration to the Corina and to inform the Rew 


Government that Greek registration will not we erased | 


| to her. 


Bis Majesty's tnbasay avail themelvee of this 
opportunity to renew to the Royal Hellenic Ministry of 
| Poreign affairs the assurance of the ir nignest | 


consideration. 


28th Septexder, 1947 
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‘MH HIS Majesty's Ambassador at saan 
ents his compliments to H.M.F. Dervre for etiie 

and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned _ 

pas 


documents. 
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Reference to previous correspondence: _¢ a 
ee ihens Desvatch No. 34,3 of 13th September 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name and Date. | Subject. 
| 


Copy of Note Verbale Roumanian ship 


No. 39987 from Greek | "Corina". 
| 


M.FeAe 
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re Royal des Affaires Etrangeres. 


Le Ministére Royal des Affaires Etrangéres oré- 
Ssente ses compliments 4 1tAmbassade de 3a Majesté Britannique 
et a l'honneur d'taccuser récevtion de la note sub No. 4.10 
qu'elle a bien voulu lui adresser le 13 de ce vois au 
sujet du navire roumain "Corina", 

Le Ministére Royal n'a pas mangué de donner au 
Consul Géwéral de Gréce 4 Istamboul des instructions dans 
le sens de la note précitée, 

Le Ministére Royal des ‘\ffaires ntrangeres saisit 
cette occasion de renouveler 4 1'4mbassade de Sa Majesté 
Britannique les assurances de sa trés haute considération. 


Athénes, le 18 septembre 1947. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
PARIS. 


12th September, 19h 


nae: oe RH ML | 
s 


E 8644) 
! 


4 


With the Compliments 
of His Majesty’s Embassy. 


Jee Oable, eSq., 
festern Department, 
Foreion Office, 
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British Embassy, 


Paris. 
42th September, 1947. 


I attach a translation of a letter addressed 


to me on 5th September, 1947, by Monsieur Ocana, First 
secretary of the Panamanian Legation here, about the 


"worthlands". 


Unless the lists, which were attached to 


the original of this letter, and which we heave not 
geen, are tco long, we would be grateful if you could 


furnish us with a copy, at the same time sending @ 
tment of the Foreign Office. 


copy to the Eastern Deper 
interested to receive your- 


Failing that, we wovld be 
comments on the lists and an indication of their more 


significant contents. 


we would algo be glad to learn in what way the 
and whether the Consul 
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lists were "certified correct", 

simply took the Captain's word for it. If 80, we 
shall be justified in registering a strong complaint 
about his lack of cooperation. we had indeed hoped 
that he would bestir himself to the extent of going on 
board the vessel to see for himself, but if that was toe 
mach for him one would have expected the statements of 
the Master to have been certified correct by someone 


other than the Master? 


NOO NOT 


GeAe Cruseley. 


s 


My Dear Colleague, 


I have pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant and of the copy of the "Paducahb 


manifest. 


With regard to the suspicions aroused by this ship 
owing to the tremendous quantity of foodstuffs and 
accessories she carries, I should inform you that the 
Legation has given clear instructions to our Consul at 
Bordeaux so that he may take the necessary steps to pre- 
vent her taking clandestine passengers aboard. 


Regarding your desire to learn the reasons why our 
Consul changed his previously suspicious attitude tewards 
the "Northlands", I have pleasure in transcribing below 
the pertinent passage of his note dated 27th August. 


"Later, HM. Consul here visited me to inform me of 
certain suspicions he harboured tiat the "Northlends" 
(the Paducah had sailed on the 3rd August) was undergoing 


interior repairs and had embarked provisions and accesser-—- 
ies out of proportion to the traffic authorised by her 
licence. With the object of verifying these suspicions, 
I requested the Captain of the ship, through the medium 
of the ship's agent, to send me certified and exact lists 
of the provisions on board and of the complementary 
nautical gear. The ship's agent, in a letter of the 19th 
instant, told me that he would send them within a post or 
two, as the Captain had promised to make them out 
immediately; as seven days passed without the Consulate 
having received the lists, I too shared the English 
consul's suspicions, supposing that the delay in sending 
me the lists requested was engineered with the object of 
gaining time, in the hope that once the fine imposed by thc 
French Government. auixfsexxwkiahxkhuxttaxthkuniaixwacaxhax 
on the Exodus 47, and for which the "Northlands" was held, 
was cancelled or paid, this latter might be able to put 

to sea without sending me the lists. It was then I 

went to the Maritime Inspection at Bayonne and to the 
“Cabinet du Ministére de la Marine", at the same time 


/telegraphing.... 
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} 


e telegraphing to you at the Legation asking that you 


a should not yet authorise the departure of the 

Soy "Northlands", Last night, the 26th instant (August) re 

ae ee the ship's agent in Bayonne and a representative of :  e 

: the ship's chandler arrived, bringing me the above eee 

mentioned lists, which I attach, and as there is 

nothing in them to indicate that they exceed the. | 

necessities of a normal voyage, and as they are signed. 

7 x and sealed and certified correct by the Captain § — 

pO oy responsible, this Consulate does not see any reason >, 
Pg ge for any saction against this panemanian. ship, and in i ee ceed 

. ee ee Re consequence would not proceed to detain her if the port Bigjgease 

authorities grant the necessary Sailing authori sation, ae 


ee ere Being of this opinion, and after having sent a 
ge aa copy of the above mentioned lists to the Consul of 
rn res HoM.eGe in this city, for his information, I have 
sag gr AAS telegraphed to the Maritime Inspection in Bayonne 
cancelling my previous letter, and to your Legation 
with the same object. 


(Sgd.) Luis Ruiz 


Consul of Panamé. 
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I take this opportunity to assure you of my most 
distinguished consideration, etc. ete. | 
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WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code 


message, and the text must first be paraphrased” if it is essential goecom h te {ZX to; 
: yersons outside British or Allied Government Seryiges. Ciera 


("Nora: Messages shown as having been sent in a Ope-Time Pad: 
© “<Q.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.): _ MED 


© Prom: Q, in _ TOTEDG/septenber 
° e Ce Mediterranean 
. Date: 18.9,u47, 


Reca: 1709 


ent 


TO; Admiralty, 


4s of the 

nea 3 

near Braila,, It 1s requested that a 

re ived by the POrelign Office fro 
Y bé signalleg without delay " 


appears possible ang wi 
| end will requine <= 
arrest one : quire a eo 
+, marly warning of movements to onablc tre ree tt 
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Patrol to be reinro , 
therefore importante" “8 €conomically ag possible is 
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Advance Copy p.c,, R.a 
Sent 1925/18 


N00 HO7 


1st Lora, 

Ist s.u,( 3) 
VeC.N.S, 
A.C.N.S, 

Naval gecretary 
secretary 


WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code 
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to 
persons outside British or Allied Government Services. ° 


(*NOTE: Mesgages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad: 
O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.) 


191755A/September. 


To, Ce. in Cc. Med. 


Afloat) Date. 19-9-47,. 
tnfo.C, in Ce Med. 


Malt a) ® 


From. Acmiralty. 


IMPORTANT. 
Your 181252 Foreign offi nave instructed their. 
representative at Sofia, Buchares “d Ankara accordingly. 
Text of Foreign Office messaze 3 eing passed to you. 
garian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
states PADUCAH left varna September 12th and is now at 
Bourgase He states vessel will be guarded but, it is 

not certain whether she would be denied services. 


oe official of Bul 


Be No further intelligence of NORTHLANDS. 
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CORINA at Macin near Braila may sail for Tstanbul 
to endeavour to obtain Greek registry. Vessel is not 
expected to carry Jews on this voyage. Foreign office 
have asked Greek Government to refuse the request. 


4. 


KOO NOT 


LOLTB5SA. 


for D.N.I. (1293) 


lst Lord. 

Ist Sor. (3) 
VeC.NwS.e 
AC.N.S. 

Naval Secretary. 
Secretary. 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO, 1. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ANGORA No, 786 
BUCHAREST No, 960 


 BUVHARS NOs JO 
SOFIA No,1275 


September loth,1947, D. 7.15 p.m. eereae = 19th, 


Repeated to C=in-C, Mediterraneen. 


JJJ 


CONFIDENTIAL 
Jewish illegal immigretion, 
Flease repeat ali telegrams about movement, 
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loading or preparation of suspect ships to 
C-in-C, Mediterranean, 


1947 


Se eas i uf |. 
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Cypher/OTP 


FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN QFFICE 


Mr, Ashley Clarke, —D, 2.12.pems September the 
| 19476 


No, 202 
Sep ember 20th, 192.7. Re 2 We Delle September mn 


® 


66666 


: Please pass follewing te Admiralty fer 
Comnander-in-Chief Mediterranean. 


Te; Commandex-in-Chief edt terranean (Adndralty 
please pass). 


Admiralty. 
E,NwAe Paris. 


Secret. 
Consul Reuen reports Pan York expected te 


sail te-day 20th frem Rouen te Bordeaux, Oil fuel 
refused at Brest and Rouen. 


2 it is highly prebable this ship is fer 
Jewish traffic. 
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Cypher/OTP 


Sir D. Kelly | . De 10.27 Q&eMe Bth september 1947 
No. 658 Re 1650 pom. 20th September 1947 


19th September 1947 
Repeated to Bucharest 


ilo scow 
Sofia 


7 : . ; , 
x f s 
CONE ID ALe , Ww & , 
SN re eid pry . 
: “ Lee 


Your telegram No. 900 [sic] to Bucharest: / 
Northlands. | | | 


wdinistry of Foreign Affairs have no news of 
Northlands since she passed into the Black Sea but 
have telegraphed to their Consul at Varna to look 
out for her. 


Foreign Office repeat to Bucharest and Moscow 
as my telegrams Nos. 10 and 18 respectively. 


[Repeated to Bucharest and iloscow]. 
o2 sf SOPy sent to ifiddle Hast Secretariat]. 
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ard septenbep, 1947 
ie mg ede a 


Dear Higham, | 


Gonfimming my telephone advice, | 
"ASSARGE” sails under the Eire flag, and 
we agreed you would take further action with 
the Commonwealth Relations office. 


len sending copies to Cable, Evershed 
and Seburr, 


Yours sincerely, 


a bit: 


(Sgd) F. C. RENNIE 
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L@ __,. Ambassador Montevideo 

~ oe Majesty’s Am asthe Secrétary. of State 


presents his compliments to for Foreign Affairs. > ioe 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned | 7 te 


fi Cp. ; 


- documents. 


British. BMVASSY.»....... ce oe. a ee i es 


September... 


Age 


Name and Date. 


ee | 


To Under-Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs. 
| 


28th August 1947. 


From Under-Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs. 
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Jewish Illegal 


@ 


ond September. Emigrants in- 


NOO NOT 


Ses. "PADUCAH". 


To Under-Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs. 


6th September 1947. 


(Copy to Chancery, 
Moscow) 
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(Enclosure No. 1 in Montevideo despatch No. 161 of the 12th September 1947). 


{ 


BRITISH EMBASSY. 
MONTEVIDEO. 
28th August 1947. 


Sir, 

I have to inform you that, according to 
information received by His Majesty's 
Government in the United Kingdom, it is 
understood that a party of illegal Jewish 
emigrants is about to embark at the Roumanian 
port of Constanza in the s.s. "PADUCAH" en 
route to Palestine and that this party is said 
to possess Uruguayan visas. 

Since in certain other similar cases it 
has been found that foreign visas held by 
illegal Jewish emigrants were fraudulent, I 


have been instructed by His Majesty's Principal 
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Secretary of State to enquire whether the issue 


of any appreciable number of visas to Jewish 


N00 NO 


emigrants from Roumania has, in fact, been 
authorised by the Government of this Republic. 
If, as seems possible, such visas are fraudulent 
in the present case also, and this is confirmed 
by the Uruguayan Government, an assurance to 
this effect would greatly assist His Majesty's 
Representative at Bucharest in taking action in 


respect of the party in question. 


T should/ 


Doctor Tomas J. dé la Fuente, 
‘Under-Secretary in charge of 
the Department of Foreign Affairs, 
MONTEVIDEO. 


ae 


I shoulda therefore be most grateful if I 
might be informed at the earliest possible 
moment whether the issue of any such visas has 
in fact been authorised by the Uruguayan 


authorities and, if an assurance can be given 


that no such authorisation has been issued, if 


this might be communicated also direct by the 


Uruguayan Government to the Government of the 


U.S-S-R- . 
I avail myself of this opportunity. to 


renew to you, Sir, the assurance of my highest 


consideration. 


(signed) Gordon Vereker. 
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2 in Montevideo ddspatch No. 161 of 12th September, 1947). 


ay 


(Translation) 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
MONTEVIDEO, 
2nd September, 1947. 
(recd. 3rd Sept.) 


Enclosure No. 


Sir, 
r Excellency's Note No. 142 of the 


28th August, I have pleasure in informing you that this 
Department of State addressed the following telegrams to 
the Uruguayan Consul at Bucharest, without so far having 


obtained a reply:- 


In reply to You 


Report urgently if you have 


"290th August, 1947. 
state in what character and 


granted visas. If so, 
to what persons". 


"ist September, 1947. Urge reply my telegram 29th 
August. Failure toreply may cause serious 
disciplinary action to be taken", 


The Uruguayan Legation at Moscow for its part sent the 
following telegram to this Department of State on the 30th 


August:- 


'B 1122. British Embassy asks me ascertain if our 

Government authorised visas Jewish families Constantza 

ready embark steamer "PADUCAH" Panamanian flag and 
British Representative in Roumania 


chartered New York. 
believes local authorities possibly may not be able 
intervene efficaciously to prevent embarkation and 
departure vessel with persons calculated to number 
500 in event of not receiving help from Soviet 

authorities. British Embassy, Moscow, entrusted 
with this matter, asks for official information 


regarding supposed Uruguayan visas prior to 
requesting Soviet help in order to prevent embarkation 


and journey to Constantza-Haifa in accordance 
n Palestine problem New York 


undertakings Resolution o 
Meeting 15th May last. I await telegraphic reply. 
Sampognaro". 
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A reply to the above telegram has to-day been sent 


as follows:- | 
Government did not authorise such 
visas. If Uruguayan Consul, Bucharest, has granted 
them, they should be regarded as invalid, in view 


of fact that he would have exceeded his powers by 
omission request prior authorisation fromGovernment" 


"Reference B 1122. 


I am, etc., 
(signed) Tomas J. de la Fuente. 


His Excellency, 
Gordon G.M. Vereker, Esq., C.M.G., M.C., 
etc., etc., etc., 


aa =—Ss« (closure No. 3 in 
6 No. 149. BRITISH EMBASSY, 2% 
| MONTEVIDEO. | 


6th September, 1947. 


Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Note of the 2nd September (D&,388/947) in which 
you were kind enough to transmit to me the 
texts of the telegrams sent by the Department 
of State to the Uruguayan Consul in Bucharest 
with regard to the issue of visas, as also the 
text of the telegram sent by the Uruguayan 


Legation in Moscow regarding the same matter, 


:auasafa a 


and the reply sent by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, I note that no reply has yet been 


received to the two telegrams addressed to 


Bucharest. 


In thanking you‘for your good offices 
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in this matter, I avail myself of this 


opportunity to renewto you, Sir, the 


NOO NOT 


assurance of my highest consideration. 


(signed) Gordon Vereker. 


Doctor Tomas J. de la Fuente, 
Under-Secretary in charge of 
the Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Montevideo. 
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a2nd September, 1947 
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Dear Evershed, 
. As arranged, I have made enquiries whether denial of 
insurance on the London market would be of advantage in respect 
of delaying suspect ships. From the advice reeeived, it is 
considered it must be accepted that no repatable firm would 
accept business on other than the usual terms and conditions. 
thease would be in respeet of Marine risks only which would not . 
include cover from risks other than Marine arising from use of 
a ship in transporting illegal immigrants into Palestine. Sach 
use would, of course, only beeome know at som date subsequent 
to the acceptance of insurance. a 

It 1a thought that denial of insurance in the U.K, would 
merely lead to the insurance being placed abroad, This cannot 

in all the 


be controlled; therefore it would appear, 
cireumstances, there would be no advantage in arranging to deny 
insurance in the U.K. in respect to ships suspected of in tended 
use for carrying illegal immigrants. 


I am sending copies to Higham, Cable and Sehurt. 


Yours sincerely, 
FG RENNIE 
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$b ~ wn: 
a b Me 


Commender W. Evershed, R.N., 
offices of the cabinet. 


Si 


Eee as Be ot 


Se, 


eptember, 197. 


Menk you for your letter dated 22nd sjepterber 
about ingurance of suspect ships. 


I question whether your argument that there would 
be no ndventece in arranging to deny insuranee in the 
t™mited Kingdom sinee it would “merely lead to the 
insurance being vicced »brond" is quite in secordance 
with the geners] methods the I.i..°. Gomalttee has 
adoptec for deniing with illegal imsigr: tion. Tt hss 
glways been recognised that there was almost nothing 
“q@ eonld do (short of legislation to detain ships 
and arrest on the high seas which Ministers would not 
serait) which would ever guarantee to prevent sny 
pertioular ship sailing. ‘The tactics emLoyed hseve, 
therefore, consistently been to impose such obstacles 
and delays as were within our powers in the hope that 
the cwmalative effect of such action would heave 4 
worth-while effeot, and, on the whole, I think these 


taeties have worted. 


In any esae the argument you adduee is equally 
applicable to other measures - such us the denial of 
oil fuel - where suspect ships can and do turn to 
foreign conoerns when they are refused service by. 
British firms. Nevertheless, the resulting delay has 


freguently been worth-while. 


4&4 further peint that cecurs to me ia that if a 
ship like Las Tamplas is insured with a British firm 
it may mske the task ef our diniomats abroad even more 
difficult than 1i¢ already is, for I suggest they would 
suffer some embsrrussment if, for examle, when they 
were Peprosehing the Italien Minister of Foreign 
AfPeirs for permitting the departure of Lous Tamplas, 
4¢ was pointed out to thom that apparently the British 
Government did not attempt to place obstauales in the 
way of her sailing since she was insured by a reputable 


British firn. 


Cable will no doubt remark on the validity of 
this consideration, but I stil) think it would be 
useful to heve an insurance expert et the next meeting 
of the Jorking Party 30 that we may learn something 
about - (2) the methods of insurance; (b) why ships 
like Las Tamplas come to Lomion for insurance; (6) what 
they do if London will not insure them; (a) what sort of 
delay would be imposed; (¢) what practical steps sould 
be taken to prevent suspeot ships from insuring in ‘ondon. 


I am sending copies of this letter to Higham, Cable 
and Seherr. 


TOURS » 


F.G. Rennie, i6q, 
Ministry of Transport, 


Berkeley 
Berkeley 
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 


WAR RISKS INSURANCE OFFICE, 
. LONDON, B.o.3. 


WieHl/o 26th September, 1947 


De Haigh, ESqes 
‘The Miniatry of Tranaport, 
Berkeley Square House, 4.1. 


Dear Haigh, 
PALESTINE TMMIGRANTS 


With reference to our telephonic conversation, and the desire 
expressed for the support of the Market in preventing vessels engaged 
in the ebove trade from being insured, you may take it definitely fron 
me that the whole Mmrket is not only willing, but anxious to assist in 
this mtter, I believe that confidentially, and in no way involving 


H.M.G., something can be dane. 


The main difficulty is that the majority of steamers are insured 
for twelve mmths, with certein trade linits, and should an owner engage 
in this imnigrant trade during the currency of his policy, it would not 
be possible for Underwriters to repudiate the contract, 


The case of the "LAS TAMPLAS* is one in point. The vessel happens 
to be insured on a three monthly basis, the last insurance commencing on 
the 7th august and expiring om the 7th Novenber, If the owner makes the 
objectionable voyage before the 7th November there is nothing the 
Underwriters can do. However, I have discussed the matter confidentially 
with the ineurance broker, who happens to be a friond of mine, and he has 
told me definitely that when the renewal comes round on the 7tk November 
he will watch this point, and will not effect insurance if there is any 
chance of the owner engaging in the innigrant business, 
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That, however, ig not in itself quite sufficient because the owner 


can try another broker, and might succeed, My suggestion is that if I 
could be supplied fram time to tine with the names of suspected steamers 
{ sould arrange for a confidential commmication to be placed before 
Underwriters, and assuming there was no period insurance in effect at the 
time, I feel sure that it could be arranged that Underwriters would refuse 
the risk, Any confidential notice issued to the Underwriters would not 


involve H.M.G. in any way. 


If my suggestion is considered to be of any value, I shall be glad to 
hear further on the subject, and will advise the deffmite steps which I 
nropose should be talon. If it is considered desirable, I Shall be glad 


to have a personal disousaion with anyone concerned. 


Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd.) We. KE, Hargreaves 


P.S. The real owner of this vessel seems to be Pandelis resident in 
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: Jewish ‘Allegal inni gration, 


a Ss "Pal York" arrived Bordeaux yesterda: loaded 750 
tons fuel of L sailed teday mid-day rn gt 


[Ends], | | 
Please repeat te Foreign Office, 


Following document(s) retained in the 
Department of Origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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Cypher/OTP 


Sir D, Kelly D. 10.235 a.m, 29th September 1947 
2th September 1947 R, 12,50 p.m, 29th September 1947 


Repeated to Bucharest 
sofia | 
Jerusalem | 
ececcce 
TMDL ATE 


Jewish immigrant ships, 


Ministry of ate Affairs informs me thet Paducah 
and Northlands passed Istanbul without stopping at midnight 


september 27th. 


_ Foreign Office pass to Commender-in- Chief liediterranean 
and Bucharest as my telegrams Nos,1 and 12 respectively, 


[Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty for repetition 
to Commender~in-Chief iediterranean, 
Repeated to Bucharest], 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


{This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be _ 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. | 


H.9O11/84/31 0. . 
Confidential. 


CYPHER/OTE CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FORBIGN OFFICE TO BUCHAREST NO. 1,012 
SOFIA NO. 1,322 


30th September, 192.7. D: 11.00 poem. 30th September ,1947. 


Repeated to: Angora No. 822, ) 5, 
Moscow. No, 3,090,) Immediate, 


Comnsnder-ir-Chief, Mediterranean, 


TED TATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 


ily telegram No. 1,003 to Bucharest end my telegram 
No, 623 to Angora [of 29th and 30th September: Jewish 
illegal immigration]. 


You will probably know by now where "Paducah" and 
"Northlands" embarked their passengers and whether or not 
this was done with the connivance of the authorities, 

You should frame your representations about "Pan Crescent" 
accordingly, If Jews were embarked in defiance of lecal 
instructions (as assurances given by Bulgarian Gevernment, 
in particuler, would suggest) you may find following 
additional argument useful. Weston ‘lrading Cempany (whe 
owned "Nerthlisnds") are new in liquidation and are reperted 
to be administered by F. and B. Cempany (whe own "Pan 
Crescent"), Bulgarian (er Reurenian) Gevernnent weuld, 
therefcre, be justified in impesing » heavy fine en 
"Nerthleands" sand seiging "Pan Crescent" as security fer 
its peyment. French Gevernment teek similar actien when 
they seized "“Nerthlends" as security for fines impesed 

on "President Warfield", In that instance, unfortunately, 
fine was small eneugh te be paid, thus relessing 
"Nerthlands", Bulgarian (er Reumanian) Geverament should 
endesaveur te aveid that errer, 


ce. if actien prepesea in wy telcojirss: Ne. O23 te Angera 
is te be effective, His Majesty's Ambessader in Angera 
nust hsve edvence werning ef "Pan Crescent's" mevements, 
Yeu sheuld make every effert to keep her under 
ebserveation and to repert her nevements, 
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This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recivient and not passed 


TRIBUTIO! 


No. 825 
September 


Repeated to Bucharest No. 
woscow No. 3091 Tnumediate 

Sefia No. 152d 
Commander@in-Ch Mediterranean 


SSSS5 


My telegram 10-6 4003 to Bucharest [of September 29th: 
ewish illegal jmmigration] and my telegram Noe 1012 to 
Bucharest [ef September o0th je 


tpan Crescent" entered D rdanelles on evening of 
September 29the 


29. It is most {mportant to 
Palestine waters with Jews on poard, 
her very large capacity and because s 


tunboardable" . 
3. iInmy telegra 


revent her reaching 


both because of 
he may prove to be 


m No. 713, I sug. ested that 
pe utilised to 


provisions of “ontreux Convention shou 
ge through Straits of "paducah" and in your 


revent passa 
elegram No. 605 you reported favourable Turkish reaction. 
Your ald peer 676 shows, however, that poth "Paducah" 
and "Northlands" passed through Straits without stopping 
for sanitary inspection prescribed by Article 5 of 
Convention. Please press Turkish Government most 

te detair "Pan Crescent" . 

‘9, 713 and to take precautions aga 


inspection. You should also sugge 
for her infraction 


‘Nor thlands" 
tpon Creseent" as security therefor. 


S 
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Solan 
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SECRET 


WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code 
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate It to 


persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 
Gi,/S ep tember 


- * Rf Wh ° ns a c 1 ; 
Notr: Messages shown ag having been sent ina One-A4HhO 


“O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule. 
FromeC « Ln Us jlede ofloat, Date. 29-9 =i | » 


tecd. 1730. 


ei apes ie Ce Gerais. Cee ee Oe atte A ae Ae 8 Oe. EN DER EEE | Ree LORI AO AED 


To, wdniralty. 
In®0.Comapl, High Con, Palestine., Cy in Ce» li 


RieOlintt. 


Seema a 1 ae ~osbensNape 


CRESCENT signalled by CHILDERS 
indicates she ‘my be extrenely difficu.t to board underway. Her 
large tonnage , high sides and fant that several of her fifteen 
foot lonz steel cargo derricks could be secured on board 


horizontally will be foraidable obstacles, and she is reported 
to have extcnsive stean pipes round upper deck; indecd she say prove 


to be in-the category “unboardable"., 


Detailed description of PN 


cae 
tase 


Vollowing informtion of intended tactics received fron 
Trieste; on arrival in Palestine territorial waters 


i in small boats and when eapty ship will be 
i, motor launch 


Za 
NOL. 


passengers disemba 
sunk to prevent reshipuent of innigrants in her. 
will land crew at prepared place where provision will be nade for 


their return journey. 


3, Request every possible measure be taken to prevent this 
ship leaving a Black Sea port loaded and that Turkish authorities 


be pressed to apply procedure outlined in paragraph three of 
Mi, 261028 august (not to all) if she does SO. 


di elle 
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4 Wilton Place, 
London, S.W.l. 


London, 30th September, 1947. 


Your Excellency, 


I have the honour to refer to Your Excellency's note No. 
E 8450/84/31 with regards to the two ships "Paducah" and 
"Northlands", both of which are expected to attempt to embark 
Jewish illegal immigrants from a Black Sea Port in the very 


near future. 


I have taken all the necessary steps with our Government 
to withdraw registration of these ships but it seems that our 
Covernment instructed our Minister in Paris to do the necessary 
investigations. Up to the present moment I have had no further 
news about these ships, although I am of the opinion that our 
Government seems reluctant to take immediate steps due to 
information sent directly to Panama by our. Consul General in 
London with regards to an alleged boycto suffered by our ships 
in territorial waters and sea-ports of the United Kingdon. 


meat 


ey 


I was instructed by our Government to take the necessary 
steps with the Foreign Office in order to cease these alleged 
en PO boycots and addressed to you my Note LFO/152 of August 4th 
\ ce cee ee and was replied by your Note No. AN 3051/11/32 of 16th September 
oggfllat | Oh BAPE oN in which you state that "the Panamanian Government can rest 
SED bt  oe eS ee assured that if any measures such as you mention have in fact 
| ee ee ae been taken, it has been solely because the ship concerned has 
ONS 3 : : been suspected of engaging in this traffic". The foreign Office 
RIE SNES 8 TOE Also asked in this note for the names of the Panamanian ships 
See Seer ae nec which are alleged to have been subjected to discriminations 
I asked our Consul General in London to furnish me with these 
names but up to the present moment no reply has been received 


by me. 
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NO0O NO 


able grams 


I have the honour to copy translations of c 
s Exteriores 


crossed between myself and our Ministerio de Relacione 
with regards to these ships: 


EXTERIORES/ 


Pe oreeeeeeereees The Rt. Hon, Ernest Bevin, 
ueM. Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 


aie 


"HXATERIORES - PANAMA - NUMBER 40 STOP LONDON NEWSPAPERS 
"HAVE NEWS SHIP PANAMA FLAG IS MEDITERRANEAN PORTS BUYIN 
"PROVISIONS AND SUPPLIES TWO THOUSAND PASSENGERS ALTHOUGH 
"SHIP HAS NO FACILITIES ON BOARDS THESE NUMBZR PASSENGERS 
"STOP SHIP NAMED PADUCAH ACORODING NEWSPAPERS NOT 
"REGISTERED ANY MARITIME REGISTER STOP THIS LEGATION ASKS 
"INVESTIGATION OUR SHIPS SECTION TO VERIFY REGISTRATION 
"THIS SHIP AND ACT SUCH WAY PREVENT THIS SHIP CRAYLS 
"PALESTINE ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS CAUSING OUR REPUTATION 
"ONCE MORE IN DOUBT - MINISTER PORRAS 


ae. 


Seto 
fe pea 


fh 


"PANALEGA - LONDON - NUMBER 218 STOP REFERENCE YOURS 40 
: INFORM YOU GOVERNMENT HAS INSTRUCTED MINISTER PARIS 

| EEE OS "INVESTIGATE CASE SHIP PADUCAH ALSO SHIP NORTHLANDS 
ee ee "ACCUSED ATTEMPTS ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES STOP AWAITING 

a a "INFORMATION MINISTER PARIS TAKE CORRESPONDING ACTION - 
. ee "EXTERIORES 


” 


ae eee Ob ea "EXTERIORES - PANAMA - NUMBER 45 STOP IN FRIENDLY 
2 Peete ee "CONFERENCE WITH MINISTER BEVIN TODAY HH ASKED ME TO 
* Roe ere "ASK OUR GOVERNMENT TAKE NECESSARY STEPS AGAINST SHIPS 
hang "PADUCAH AND NORTHLANDS ENGAGED ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES AND 

| , "SMUGGLING JEWS PALESTINE STOP THESE ACCUSATIONS FOUNDED 
| ORE AN SG UES ig "STOP IGNORING IF MINISTER PARIS INVESTIGATED CASE BUT 
| Were ee "AM OF OPINION GOVERNMENT MUST CANCEL REGISTRATION THESE 
= Og hE SEE "SHIPS AND ALL OTHER SHIPS THAT USING OUR FLAG DISCREDIT 
“ : ook SIRE Se "OUR COUNTRY AND VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL LAWS - MINISTER 
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In view that I did not receive any answer to my cablegram 


V : STR a eee No. 45 to our Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, I sent them 
my cablegram No. 47, which I take the liberty to translate: 


ae eg an en "EXTERIORES - PANAMA - NUMBER 47 STOP - RECEIVED NOTE 
eg a ase "FOREIGN OFFICE IN ‘HICH WITH MANY DETAILS THEY PROVE 

i er eee "PANAMA SHIPS PADUCAH AND NORTHLANDS PREPARE EMBARK 

| PRE ley Gen ie "BLACK SEA PORTS ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT JEWS TO PALESTINE 
Dae Te BiG ahe Ge "STOP MINISTER BEVIN INSISTS THIS PROBLEM IS UREGENT 

"AND EXCEPTIONALLY IMPORTANT STOP HE ASKS ME TO TAKE 


/NECESSARY 


PNECESSARY STEPS IN ORDER OUR GOVERNMENT TAKE NECESSARY 
"MEASURES TO PREVENT ILLEGAL ACTS VIOLATING RESOLUTION 
"APPROVED GENERAL ASSEMBLY UNO 15 MAY LAST STOP 
"SURPRISED MY CABLE 45 NOT ANSWERED BECAUSE THIS PROBLEM 
"IS VERY GRAVE AND DOES NOT ACCEPT DELAYS OR EVASSIVE 
"ACTIONS WILL CAUSE HARM OUR COUNTRY STOP SHALL BE 
"OBLIGED INSTRUCT ME SOON AS POSSIBLE - MINISTER PORRAS 


Your Excellency will note from these cablegrams that I 
have taken all the necessary steps to cease the illegal traffic of 
our ships, but there seems that hidden forces, specially in 
London, have great interest in preventing an investigation and 
any action by our Government. In view of this, I communicated 
directly by cablegram with the President of Panama himself and 


have been granted permission to leave England and direct myself 
to Panama in order to give the necessary information to start 
a general investigation and punish the euilty parties. 


I shall be most obliged if Your Excellency could supply 
me with the necessary information with regards to specific 
cases of ships suspected of being engaged in illegal activities, 
cases in which Consular inspections are a farse, etc. etc. 


With this information I promise Your Excellency that I 
will use all my power and influence in order that our Government 
take the necessary steps in ceasing and preventing our ships 
to commit illegal actions, for I do not accept that any person 
Should take advantage of our Flag for the making of easy 
fortunes. 
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HOO NOT 


eee Believe me, Your Excellency, with my highest esteem and 
consideration, 
Yours sincerely, 
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Registry | "ody oy... FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
No. 4 9082/84/31 | © ee |} October St 
Deen Steer , 

I enclose a copy of the note we have 
received from the Panamanian Minister in 
reply to our note number 8450/84/31 of 
September 17th, of which & copy has already 

—" : gone to you. This should be read in con- 
—— junction with the letters ory ('% Dre 


eANAMA se 
( from the Panamanian Consul-—General to Beith 
from Co . 

ae of which I also enclose pad foe 


hits, Rape It would Seem that the Panamanian 
Legation and Consulate-General are not 
exactly a "Kappy ship". The facts are 
briefly as follows. The Kastern Department 
have been in touch with epaies; the Consul- 
General, for Some months in regard to Pana- 
manian ships suspected of heing involved in 
Jewish illegal immigration. Morales has 
been distinctly co-operative both in the 
matter of suspect ships in British ports 
(which is specifically his own business) 
and also on the general question. In the 
case of one or two suspect ships in British 
ports upon which administrative delays 
have been imposed, Morales ne naturally 
received complaints from the owners which 
he points out that he was forced by routine 
procedure to pass on to Panama. we are 
willing to believe, however, that he has 
not pressed these complaints, and he claims 
to have made searching enquiries of the 


masters ofYsUspect ships which we may have 


drawn to his attention. 
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"FOREIGN OFFICE, S.Wele 


lth October, 1917. 
(E 9082/8h/31) 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


eres G terres, 


I enclose a copy of the note we have received 
from the Panamanian iiinister in reply to our note 
number E 8450/8h/31 of the 17th September, of which 
a copy has already gone to you. This should be 
read in conjunction With the letters of the lst and 
6th Uctober from the Panamanian Consul-~General to 
Beith of which I also enclose copies. 


It would seem that the Panamanian Legation and 
Consulate-General are not exactly a “happy ship". 
The facts are briefly as follows. The Hastern 
Department have been in touch With Morales, the 
Consul-General, for some months in regard to Panamanian 
ships suspected of being involved in Jewish illegal 
immigration. Morales has been distinctly co-operative 
both in the matter of suspect ships in British ports 
(which is specifically his own business) and also on 
the general question. In the case of one or two 
suspect ships in British ports upon Which administrative 
delays have been imposed, Morales has naturally 
received complaints from the owners Which he points 
out that he was forced by routine procedure to pass 
on to Panama. We are willing to believe, however, that 
he has not pressea these complaints, and he claims to 
have made searching ciquiries of the masters of any 
suspect ships which we may have drawn to his attention. 
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NOD NOT 


Until a short time ago, the Minister Limited himself 
to indignant correspondence with the Foreign Crffice 
about newspaper articles discreditins the Panamanian 
flag in connexion With the illegal immigrant traffic. 
He did, hoWever, recently have an interview With the 
Secretary of State during which the latter spoke 
strongly to him on the subject of suspect Panamanian 
ships. This was followed up by our note of the 1/th 
september. As a result of this pressure, and possibly 
for political reasons of his own, the Minister is 
now apparently taking the question of suspect ships 
seriously and, according to his Consul-General, is 
trying to make the latter a scapegoat. He claims that 
the Consul-General has been too free in forwarding 
ship-owners' protests to Panama and that he is Working 
in league With the shipping side oi the traffic. 


hehe aks 


Morales appears to be very much afraid that his 
Minister Will try and get him into trouble. He 
has asked us to help him and we have agreed to give 
him a "reference" in the form of the attached 
semi-official letter, These local intrigues have 
Little importance, but you should perhaps be informed 
of them in case the Minister returns to Panama and 
makes a fuss. He eppears to be an irresponsible man, 
and We should be Sorry if he did any serious harm 
to Morales, who has apparently done his best for us 
in difricult circumstances. ie aes 


JoDe GreenWay, ESqe 9 
Panama. 
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Your Exeellency, 

I have the honour to refer tu Your szeollenay's 
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Servieing Ugapany, Who appaar to 
tethaniel Cokcn who contralled the activitgies of the 
Seston “reding Caapany, Shich cuned the “Trade sins 
“openident warfield" and ‘orthiands aod Which is now 
in the process of liquidetion, ‘The varscilies agents 
at this ship are Ginesta and Compeny, whe have ¢ L3G. 
acted for the “San Dinitrio’, “heriea”, “van Miguel” , 
“iva, “San Filipe, ‘Guardian’, “Anal, “resident 
Waefield”, ‘Brans” and “Vuetano’, ali of which roached 


palestine waters with .etieh dlices] baaigrants on 
boarde 
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Senor Dr. Don Dotneteio 4. rGrraes, 
Ste » tie. GG, 
123, “arnford Court, 
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ie The ownerehip and commexiom of this 
are themeelves cufficlent to arouse suspicions, wis 
have been strengthened by her. subecquent aetivitiong. 


“he Left Sew York on toe Zend le v, ostensibly for letanbul, 


du actual facet, hovever, arter ealding at Genoa, she 
Lea on the hth “Uly, here ber oreeence 
méion of the Beench polices. Bees 
Wapecilles she sadled to Gad in French He BQXECa, Wi 
she loaded a cargo of «huapates, asbencdbly far’ 
vneS again she belied her declared inten$iocun a: : 
wdecharged her carco at Nouen, sadlinc thenee on the 
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fran the same region as the “Paduesh" and the | 
Buikte are now being installed aii advanee 

have alroady reeched Conetanza. HDG PAE E oF 
take place Within the noxt few days. 
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Next Paper. 
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1st Getober 19247. | 0 om. 1st October 1947. 


Repeated to Bucharest, 
hOoscow, 
potla, 
Commander in Chief ..editerranean, 


O20s020 
Tie ORTANT, 


REP OES 


CONFIDENT Tat 


bes 


elesram 676 said that the iaducah end the 
: nd “passed Istanbul (Constantinople) without 
stopping". ‘vhey were subjected to sanitary visit at 
sea in the ‘traits under the iiontreux Convention, and 


2] 
o 
be ° J 
< 
ad 
o> 
= 
=f 
; rs Dae Balt. see! : 
| oe Admiralty were informed by N.A. of their passace, mn 
| | fe Neither ship therefore put in at Turkish port; and Pa 
: 7 TS eS ; S OWing on previous voyage were paid by the e 
aeent on september 27th afternoon, thus a 
this for detention. 9 
x 
o 
oe! le a, morning I expressed regret to the Secretary © 
Pe ee General of s:inistry of Foreign Affairs that action had = 
not been found possible under Turkish regulations = 
ea corresponding to the internaticnal conventions for safety S 
° e ° = 
of life at sea (to which Turkey is not a party) and 3 
7 pressed for such action in the event of the Fan Crescent 7 


ER REY oe returning throuch the Straits. I said yeu had been 
>: ee ag naturally disapointed in view of his previous faveurable 
ee es a reaction, secretary General re-affirmed his complete 
sympathy and swid that he had pressed the competent 
department to "find some trick" for holding the ships 
even though they were in order under the iientreux 
Convention but the authorities concerned were frankly 


afraid. 


4. le said that if they inveked the pretext of 
safety at sea it would not (repeat net) be legical te 
send them back inte the Black Sea, He velunteered he 
would investigute the alternative possibility of stepping 


neat 


such ships comin .erps. emtd,] absut the appreach ef 
the ian York, 


Foreign Office please pass ts Bucharest, l.escew and 
Commander in Chief i.editerranean as my telegrams Noes. 13, 
21 and 2 respectively. /Repeated.... 


ee 


om. 


[Repéated te Bucharest and i.escew]. 


(Gepies te Nar Registry, Admiralty fer repetition 


Cemmander’ in Chief Mediterranean]. 
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6th October, 12947. 
Noe EB 9110/84/31 — 
IMMEDIATE 


PES SONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 


' 
cS 


Thank you for your letter of tat Uctober regarding 
the action you have taken in pressiug Por the cancellation 
of Punamatian registry in the care of ships involved in the 
Jevilsh illegal imiigre:t traffic. 


46 have much appreciated the cooperation which you 
have extenced to the british authorities in reyare to : 
Suspect Suips si sritish pacts applying for, or slready 


iu the possession of, Panawanian registry. It lies also 
been useful to have your advice on ships of Panama flag 
operating eisewhere ino European waters. Your helpful 
attitude ing these metters has been yery valuable. 


genor Don SBusebio A. wHorales, 
Panamanian Levation, 
123, Warnford Court, 
Tarogmortou Street, 
Be Ge Ze 
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see & CONSTANT. 
SOLICITORS. e 91 1 £3 BALTIC EXCHANGE CHAMBERS, 


HARVEY L. CONSTANT. R.A. PARKIN. 
24, ST. MARY AXE, 


TELEGRAMS: TWOCONSTS, STOCK, LONDON. 
TELEPHONES: AVENUE I1/191. | i] 
(PRIVATE BRANCH EXCHANGE) S t LONDON, E.c.3. 
‘ae » 


| Ist October, 1947. 


n> fH ne \ Boe ne 
thi / cn Sadie al ane ne . oo meg 
eae . PRIVAT? AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Dear Sirs, Cor 
Referring to our recent conversation on the t elephone 
vith Er. Cable regarding the *City of athens", wes have obteined 
tie following information from our Mlients, which we pass on to 
you in confidence. 
" Further to your letter of tue “ore instant, I have to 
advise you that the CITY CF ATINs was originally owned 
by SOC. NAVIBRA TRANSATLANTIC o.a. uncer Honduras Plag 
Vanagers S.a.l.1. stevenson » Co. Inc., anda was offered 
by public auction to the highest bidder. 


Cur esteemed friend and client, ir. sue. iugenides 
a Greek subject, vas tne liignest v acer for the ship, 
wiien ne purchased for nis Panaiteanlan Company style 
Ponivaliba LIS INC. Toe Transfer of the vessel to the 
Panananien Flag was effected on the 14tn august last 
“hile tne ship was at Baltimore. The vessel 1s now 
renamed TROTEA and is sailing from Baltimore for Genoa 
tomorrov: the lst prox. 


Lr. dugenides runs a ~assenger Line from South Africa | 

to South Ameriza, and ne has no coubt purchased this vesse. 
’ : " 7 e i 3 

to operate on this line, after ue nas effectec repeirs, 

etc., at Genoa. | 

te well-known to the 


“rp, Hugenides should be yul 
e ourselves can voucil 


Governuent Lepartments sere, and w 

for his integrity.” 

‘“e have the honour to bey, solr; 
Your ovedient Servants, 


The Lnder Secretary of State, 
Foreign Office, Hastern Dept., Waitvhall, S.v,1 
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Sterndale Bennett, c 


No. 12). D. 7.10 pam. 2nd October’ 19%, 


1a}, 


att 


2nd October 1947. R. 8.55 p.m, 2nd Octobey TILT’ 


— Ge. . we~-ae. - * ———- 


Repeated to Bucharest, 
Angora, 


Jerusalen, 

Alexandria, 

British 1.iddle East Office, Caire. 
Commander in Chief lediterranean. 


Os 02026 
Thi 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


et 


% a 
shee 


Your telegrams No. 1012 to Bucharest and 823 to 
Angora and my telegram 1237. 


Since "Fan Crescent" is so near Bulgarian waters I 
decided to follow up note verbale with personal visit to 
Minister for Foreign affairs on October 2nd to stress the 
urgency and importance of stopping this illegal traffic, 

I emphasised that [? grp. omtd.] the question was not 
primarily Aanglo-Bulgarian I was entitled to ask for co« 
operation since it was an international responsibility to aveid 
any action which might prejudice the solution of the 
Palestine problem now before United Netions or affect 

atu pending the solution, ‘To my direct question 
whether the Jews on board "Paducah" -and "Verthlands" had 
embarked with the censent ef the Bulgarian authorities or 
in defiance of instru@tions issued_accerding te depertation 
note verbale ef September 2nd (paragraph 1 of my telegram 
1126) vinister for Fereign Affairs said that the Bulgarian 
Government had been willing to prevent embarkation ef Jews 
for Palestine but were stalled with the statement that 
persons embarked had valid visas for other countries. I 
peinted eut that this was all part ef the racket. Minister 

or Foreign Affairs harped [ grp. undec, ? thereafter] en 
the difficulty ef refusing facilities fer ships and the 
necessity for keeping within internationsl practice, I urged 
the necessity ef exceptienal measures and m re particularly 
ef checking up on the destinations of travellers en suspected 
ships. When Minister fer Fereign Affairs said that this 

would.... 
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en 
would be difficult in the case ef ceuntries with which 
Bulgaria was net in Diplematic relations I said we 
would be gla@ te undertake enquiry if given the facts, 


. fd also asked why Bulgaria sheuld allew her- 
® became a channel fer this traffic. why net 
step immigrants fren entering Bulgaria unless satisfied 
abeut their ultinate éestinatiens? iinister fer 
Foreign Affairs admitted the desirability of finding 
Some selutivn and seemed te think this last suggestien 
-premising, JI »ressed@ hin haré for an assurance that the 
Bulgarian Gevernient were Willing in principle tes step 
the traffic and -erphasiseé the serisus responsibility, 
bath internationally and towards the inéividuals cencerned, 
of any Gevernent which f All the 
lilnister for Fereicn : ire 1 . Say hewever was thet 
the questien was evisently more suplicated than he had 
realised and that he woulé study it with a sincere aesire 
te aveid misunderstandines [ unéerlined the urgency 
Since "Pan Orescent" ws sctically on his daer-step 
an@ he express¢é +. erveut here that the vessel micht 
te Roumante 


argurent in peragraph 1 ef yeur 


ew é 


ey 3 Buchar 9. 1012 has ne immesiate value 


here since Bul 

being willingly 
deceived by estensible destinatiens, But I @ia suggest 
in the caurse of the abeve interview that in cases where 
Talse pretences were oreved sanctians might be taken 
against the vessel cencerned if she returned or against 
any other vessel under the same awnershin, 
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Foreign Cffice please pass ta Jerusalen 
and Cemmanéer in Chief :.e@iterranean as my teles 
50, 5 and 23 respectively. 


r 


[kepeated te Alexaniria and copies sent te Telegrapl 
section Colonial Office and War Registry Admiralty fer 
repetition t> Jerusalen and Commander in Chief sediterranesn], 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 
hth October, 1947. 


No. E 9159/84/31. 
TATE 


anen you called at the Foreign Office on 50th 
September, I promised to let you have in writing our 
grounds for suspecting the two ships “Pan York" and 
“Pan Crescent" of complicity in the Jewish illegal 


iumigratio: traffic to Palestine. 


ak 


eo ~ The "Pan York” is a ship of 4,570 gross registered 
tons, owned by the FP. and Be Shipping Company of Panama. 
Tie New York agent (and probably the controlling farce) 
of this Company is a certain Nathan (or Nathaiiel) cohen 
of the Nautical Shipping and Servicixg Company, who 
appears to be identical with the Nathaniel Cohen who . 
controlled the activities of the Weston Trading Company, 
which owned the “frade Winds", “Presideut %arfielda" and 
"Northlands" and which ‘is now in the preeess of : 
liguidatiou. The Marseilles agents of this Ship are 
Gluesta and Company, who have also acted for the 

"San Dimitrio", “Merica”", "San Miguel", "Ylva", “San 
Fllipo”, “Guardian”, “Anal”, "President farfielda", 

'Bruna” and "Luciano", all of which reached Palestine 
waters with Jewish illegal immigrants on board. 

° The ownership and connexious of this ship are 
themselves sufficient to arouse suspicions, which hav 
been strengthened by her subsequent activities. ‘She 
left Nev York on the 22nd May, ostensibly for Istanbul. 
In actual fact, hoxever, after calling at Genoa, she 
arrived at Marseilles on the 4th July, where her presenc 


Senor Don Eusebio A. Morales, fattractec 
Panamanian Legation, 


1235 Warnford Court, 
Throgmorton Street, E.C.2. 


we, 
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attracted the attention of the Frenci policee From 
Marseilles she sailed to Safi i:. Frencn Morocco, where 
She loaded a cargo of Phospates, ostensibly for Antwerp. 
Once again she belied her declared intentions and 
discharged her cargo at Rouen, sailiag thence oi the 
21st eptember for Bordeaux, where she arrived on the 
24th, aniuounced her destinatic:. as Philipville (Algeria) 
and sailed again oi: the 25the Ghe passed tne ts 
of Gibraltar oi::the 28th, giving her destination as Oran, 
but turned North and arrived at Marseilles oi. 2nd 
October./ A party of Jegal iucigrants to Palestine is 
due tc embark there within the next few days, and it 


seems possible that the "Pan York" may attempt to embark 


illegal imsigrants at the sane time, using the presence 
of the legal Jewish immigrants as a screen for the 


assembly of an illegal party. 


4 
i 


az, 


Lie The suipicious character of this enip's activities ee 
was particularly noticeable during her «tay at Rouen, . Bone 
where she was visited by a number oi Jews and 

equipment of an unusual aature (described as "cattle 


fittings" but probably intended for bunks etc.) was 
orderede 


Se The "Pan Crescent's"size, owner and agents are the 
same as those of the "Pan York”, though a notoriously 
extreme Zionist, Paul Sehulman, has been acting as her 
agent i: Venice, «here she arrived on the 1st Auguste 
The crew which had brought her from Paname was dismi:sed 
&& soon as She arrived (a feature common to.most ships 
engaged i.. the illegal inmigratio: traffic) a new crew 
was engaged by Schulmane She left Venice on the 25th 
September, osteasivly for Casablanca, but sailed instead 
to Coustaiza, a: riving on ist October. She is expected 
to embark up to 8000 Jewish illegal iimigrants from the 
same region as the "Paducah" and the “Northiends". - 
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I enclose a copy of tiie Note to your Legation of 
which I spoke to you, for @ase ot referéi:icee I am 
sure the Panamanian aut:.orities to 


/co-operate 


co-operate in denying their flag to this traffic. 


(J.G.S. Beith) 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.l. 


: | 7th September, 1947. 
.. No. E 8450/84/31, 
NS 


our Excellency, 


I have the honour to refer to the conversation 
which I had with you on the 10th Seoteniber, about the 
employment of shipping registered -nder Pansma flag 

by the organizers of Jewish illegal inniigration to 
Palestine. Your Excellency will recall that I 
referred, in particular, to the two ships "Paducah" 
and"Northlands", both of which are expected to 
attempt to embark Jewish illegal immigrants from a 
Black Sea port in the very near future, 


ee The'Paducah"is an ex-coastguard cutter of 
S15 gross registersd tons which has been converted to 
a passenger ship by her owners, the Montrose Shipping 
Company of New York. She left Bayonne, where she had 
embarked large supplies of provisions, 8CO life- 
saving appliances and quantities of barbed wire (for 
defence against boarding) on the 4th August, declaring 
her destination as Leghorn. In actual fact, however, 
having called at Hone in Algeria on the 13th 
August, she arrived at Varna in Bulgaria on the 22nd 
August. Either here or from a Roumanian port, 
according to His Majesty's Government's information, 
She is likely to embark approximately % ,0CO Jewish 
illegal immigrants. I enclose a copy of this ship's 
manifest, showing the large quantities of provisions 
carried by her. Your Excellency will note that, 
anong the other items listed, are, 8,372 meal kits and 
0,752 canteens and cups. It iS obvious that so small 
a ship could not possibly carry legal passengers in 
the numbers indicated by these Supplies. In any case, 
this vessel has no certificate to carry passengers 
and, by international maritime regulations, is therefore 
entitled to take no more than 12. These facts alone 
are sufficient to make sufficiently clear the purpose 
for which she is intended. When I inform Your 
axcellency that she carries a Jewish crew of 38 (which 
exceeds the normal requirements of a ship of this size) 
and that a certain Harold Diamond, who was 
responsible for the arrival in Palestine waters of the 
illegal immigration Ship "Trade “inds", is known to be 
connected with her, you will realise: that the grounds 
of His Majesty's Government's suspicions are strong 
enough to amount virtually to certainty. 
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: dS. The "Northlands" is also an ex-coastguard 
cutter, but of 1,273 gross recistered tons and owned 
by the Weston Trading Company of New York. The same 
firm owned the "President Warfield" and the "Trade 
Winds", both of which reached Palestine waters with 
Jewish illegal immigrants on board. The "Northlands", 
Which has also taken on board provisions, life-saving 
appliances and barbed wire, left Bayonne on the 26th 
August. She declared her destination a8 Genoa but: 


| | /without 
Wis axcellency 


n 


»~eMor Dr. Don Demetrio A. Porras, 
etce, “etec., Gtce, 
123, Warnforg Court, Throgmop On Sy. 7 
LE xy . 4 _ . 
y i: a 4 
ey 


q 


Jy J 


J : 


without calling anywhere en route, entered the 
Dardanciles on the 12th September. She is apparently 
making for a Black Sea port, with the intention of 
embarking Jewish illegal immigrants there. His 
Lajesty's Government have already received reports 
that there iS a large party of fews equipped with 
alleged Uruguayan visas. awaiting embarkation. The 
Uruguayen Government, who have been approached on this 
Bubject, have categorically denied the authenticity 

of these visas. 


4. Your Excelléney will be aware of the 
importance His Majesty's Government attach to the 
prevention of Jewish illegal immigration. Pending a 
decision by the United Mations on the future of 

“Palestine His Majesty's Government are resoonsible 
not only for the maintainance of law and order in that 
country, but also for ensuring that nothing is done 
to prejudice the eventual decision of the United 
Nations. Illegal immigration not Only agpravates an 
already tense and @licate situation involving | 
bloodshed and loss of life in Palestine but also 
inflicts much unnecessary sufferings on the unfortunate 
victims of a traffic organised forpirely volitical 
ends. In endeavouring to prevent the departure of 
Ships packed with Jewish illegal immigrants far 
beyond the limits inposed py the International 
Conventions for the Sefety of Life at Sen and 
respecting ‘Load Mines, His majéesty's Government are 
actuated by humenitarian motives as well as by 
considerations of their duty as the mandatory power. 
In this cpnnexion I would re®ér Your Excellency to 
the letter of 29th May in which the Secretary General 
of the United Nations invited all members of that 
organisation to consider the request by His Majesty's 
Government that members should do everything in their 
Dower to discourage illeval immigration, and also to 
the resolution passed by the General Assembly on the 
l3th May in the following terres: - 


"The General Assembly calls upon all Governments 
and peoples and particularly on the inhabitants 
of Palestine, to refrain, pending action by the. 
Gene-al Assembly on the report of the Spécial 
Cornmittee on Palestine, from the threat or use 
of force or any other action which inight create 
an atmoSphere prejudicial to an early settlement 
of the question of Palestine". 


Oo. The efforts of His Majesty's Government to 
detain the "Paducah" and the "Forthlands" and to 
prevent these vessels from embarking Jewish illegal 
lrmigrants would be considerably facilitated by the 
withdrawal of Panamanian Registration. kepresentations 
to this effect have already been made to the Government 
of Panama and to the Panamanian Minister in Paris, 
The Government of Panama have, however, replied that 
Panamaian Law does not permit cancellation of registration 


unless certain unspécified formalities are first fulfilled, 


/they 
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They have accordingly requested His hiajesty's Government 
to furnish them with proof that these vessels are engaged 
in the illegal. immigration traffic. : 


6. In the light of the facts given above, I am sure 
that Your Excellency will agree that a compelling case 
has been made out against these two ships. I am well aware 
of the importance attached by the Government of Panama 
to the growth of their ercantile Marine and I would not 
request the withdrawal of Panamanian registration from 
these vessels unless I wags very sure that the suspicion 
with w'ich their activities are regarded by His Majesty's 
Government was fully justified. As you will readily 
appreciate, formal proof that a ship is ensaged in this 
traffic can never pe provided until she actually arrives 
in Palestine waters with Jewish illegal iwmigrants on 
board, by which time any attempt at intervention would be 
useless. All that can be done at that juncture is to 
impound the vessel in accordance with the provinions of 
Palestine law. 


| Ve I accordingly have the honour to invite you to 
convey iny views to the Government of Panama and to 
request then, aS a’matter of uPeency and importance, to 
consider whether they would not now be justified in at 
once withdrawing Panamanian registry from the "Padueah" 
and the "Northlands". 


I have the honour to be, with the highest 
consideration, 
Your Bxcellency's obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary ‘of State) 


(Signed) B.A.B. Burrows. 
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“My *telegran No. 185. 


Pan York left Marseilles at 1800 hours to-de 
nominally for Sfax with 148 tons of provisions of 
American origin. No passenger on board, I confirm 
that the vessel refuelled here. Malta informed. 
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6th Octeber, 1947, D: 1.5 p.m. 6th Octeber, 1947, 


Repeated te Algiers Ne, 74 
Reme lNe.2111 
Tunis Ne, 56 


Liy telegram te Reme Ne.2106 [ef 4th Octeber: 
Jewish illegal imnigratien], 


Ship passed east threugh Straits ef Messina this 
merning. 


A AAA 


NOOWOT “391340 GY0934 217aNd 3HL 40 LHD IYAdO0D 


No. £4A01 ge] 5 3 
a . TAK, 
Rop-Geeret. 
Secuat. 
| Confidential. 


Resiuisted. | : ff s { py 194). 
Despdhched ic O. M 
| > 
Draft. = 
Roma 


TUNIS 


Telegram. . ; - p A Q, ) 
| 3 1 p AN YORK ( ~Pve . | 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


a] 
«< 
xz 
6? 
= 
= 
°o 
ma. 
~4 
= 
mm 
wv 
e 
ow 
| ood 
© 
xz 
m 
© 
° 
| 
o 
°o 
be | 
wi 
oO 
™ 
[ ond 
°o 
t 4 
t 4 


Cypher. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Distribution :— . 


Dpawenel Wai 


Coptes to :— 
F.3.P. 


| 3148 Wt. 26469/137 50m 9/46 (51) F.&S. , 


§9201/84/31 
. Confidential 
Cypher/OTP 
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Repeated to Algiers No. 78 
Angora No, 848 
Bucharest No, 1047 
Paris No, 1880 Saving 
Panama No. 107 
Sofia No. 1351 
Commander=in-Chief icediterranean 


IMMEDIATE 
CONFI DENTI 


"Pan York" (whose particulars are contained in 
Forthnightly List of Suspect Shipping) left Marseilles 
empty on evening of 3rd October ostensibly for Sfax, 

She carries 148 tons of food and may, therefore, intend to 
embark illegal immigrants in the very near future, 


2. Her posse at 0900 hours 4th October was 42 
degrees North 7 degrees East, when she was heading South-East, 
She is being shadowed by H.M.S. Chivalrous, 


5. This ship is very dangerous, being cap ble of 
embarking 8,000 Jews and large and fast enough to stand 
a chance of breaking through-naval cordon to beach herself 
on Palestine shore, If ee received from Commander-iz~ 
Chief Mediterranean suggest she is making for a pert within 
your jurisdiction, yeu sheuld warn lecal sutheri ies and | 
request them te take precautiens against embarkatien and 
te deny ship fuel end facilities, 
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Jewish illegal immigratien]. | 


Ship's pesitien at mid-day 7th Octeber was 


36 degrees Nerth 21 degrees East. 
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MAJESTY'S REPRESENTATIVES AT: 


BUCHAREST NO, 1080 
SOFTA NO, 1884 


October 8th, 1947, De 11, 46. pom, October 9th, 


Hy telegram to Rome No, 2106 [of 4th Octeber : 


Jewish illegal immigration]. 
Ship's position at 1400 heurs 8th Octeber was 


39 degrees north 24 degrees east. 
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My telegram to Kome No: 2106 [of 4th October: 
Jewish illegal immigration]. | 


| Ship entered Dardanelles at 2580 hours 8th 
October. 
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British or Allied Government Services. 
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To Bucharest WNoe1083 
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Brom poreign Office. 
Repeated to Angora No0.869 


Commander in Chief Mediterranean (via 
Admiralty ) 


IMPORTANT. 
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My telegram to Rome Noe2106 (of 4th october: 
gewish illegal immigration). 
Ship centered Dardanelles at 2530 hours 8th 
Octobers 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BUCHAREST NO, 1089. 
10th October, 1947. —-D: :1,53 pem.10th October,1947. 


My telegrem No, 2106 to Rome lot 4th October: Jewish 


Tllegal Immigration]. | 
Ship entered Blank Sea afternoon ef 9th October. 
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FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


i an ey Clarke. D. 4.24 pom. 4th Octéber 1947. 
4th October 1947. R. 5,50 pom, 4th October 1947. 


IMPORTANT, 
SECRET. 

Please pass following to Admiralty for 
Commander~in-Chief Mediterranean repeated Chivalrous. 


From BN. A, Paris, | 
Telegram of October Srd from Consul 
oct rseilles reports Pan York arrived in ballast and 
_& 40 ry ding | large quantity of food in [gp. undec. | 
Ay A ca ° 


nS Report that ship has also refuelled at 


Ya, ih ‘Werseilles not yet confirmed, 
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R, 7.86 P.M, 4th Oetober 1947, 


i x 38 following to Admiralty for Commander-in- 
editerranean and H,M,S, Chivalro rous, 


_« [Begins]. 
TO. Comander-in-Chier Mediterranean, | 
Information Admiralty and H,M.S, Chivalrous, 
Secret, 
Pan York left Marseilles at 1800 Priday 
Syd nominally for Sfax, No p rs,’ 148 
tone Peli ftan™ It "ss confirmed vac tad 


041256/0et ober, | 
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FROM WASHINGTON TQ PORBIGT OFFICE 


Lord Inverchepel. D: 12,20 Dele 3rd October, 1947. 
2nd October, 1947. R: 6.40 pom. 3rd October, 1927. 


Repeated to: Jerusalen, 
Panama, Saving, 
New York (Consul~General) Saving. 


IMPORTANT po fe 
SECRET Seb 


Chancery letter to Eastern Department July 26th about 
*His Majesty's ship Anguilis, 


State Department have received additional information | 
about this applicstion to the effect that ship is about 
1110 tons gross and thet directors of applicant firm are 
filliam A. Cally,George Rycands Oulis and Stelios (Stanley 
M) Rose all New York. They own one third share each, 


2. State Department are now being pressed very hard for a 
decision and do not feel able to defer to London beyond 
October 7th. I feel bound to give them an indication of 
our views soon Since they were under no obligation to 
consult us and did so confidentially in order to help. As 
ship has not appeared on suspected shipping list I propose to 
say that we [? grp.omtd. ? have] no objection unless I 
hear from you to the contrary by date mentioned. I doubt 
whether State Department will be able to delay decision 
much longer than that unless there were strong grounds for 
suspecting the ship which does not appear to bs case. 
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6th October, 1947, D: 10.35 awm. 7th October, 1947, 


Repeated to: Panama Mo. 20 saving 
: | ew York No. 208 


CONFIDENTT AT, 
Your telegram ifo. 5349 fof 2na October], 


Jewish illegal immicration, | 
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«@ Nave no information about’. Anguilla except that 
received from you, mor are the co..panies or individuals 
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concerned known to us. 
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ve presume that the connexion of liorace il. Gray both 
With this ship and with the "Colony Trader" is Lonocent, 
as you do not mention it as a reason for your orivinal 
suspicion. If therefore, You n® leager suspect this ship, 
ue sus no objection to her sale, 3 
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Cypher /OTP DEPARTMENTAL Ne. 1 aes 


FROM TUNIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE Wa 
His Majesty's Censul General 
Ne. 6 De 9.50 p.m. 5th Octeber, 1947 


Eh Udteber, 1947 
Repeated te Paris Re 123-50 aome 6th Octeber, 1947 


IMMEDIATE 
- Peay 
Your telegram Ne. 2106. addressed te Rome. 


I discussed the general questien ef illegal 
immigratien ships fer Palestine with: diplematic seeretary 


at Residency General at first reutine centact yesterday. 
2. He said 1929 Safety at Sea Genventien had net been 


extended te the French Empire (see Article 62). He was 
unaware ef the situatien as regarés leading line cenventien. 


5. Can yeu eenfirm the fermer and clarify the latter. 
Please repeat Paris as my telegram Ne. ll. 
[Repeated te Paris]. | 
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HIS Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaiges Paris. 
presents his compliments to H.M.P.S. of S. for B.A. 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 


British...... HMDA SSY-y.......6. 


2rd, October 194..7.- 


Oe ee ie ee ee) 9 


Reference to previous correspondence: 


Description of Enclosure. 


| 
Name and Date. | Subject. | 


ee 
! 


SS a AE ET tis 


Cony of Note to the 

Ministry of Foreign | S.S. Pan York. 
Affairs, No. 902, of — 

the 3rd October, 1947. 
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Copied also to Mars 


ee esenseeesnstenessssansnssnstternennennasstest abunssusnsmnsieusnsesenspemmsnsnginenmmsnmsnsnesen 
34794 305821 (8) 


Britieh gebasey, \o] 


| ‘3rd Getober, 1947. 


7 Hie Vajesty's mbesey present their compliments to the 
vintetry of Foreign Affaire and heve the honour to draw the 
Winistry’a attention to the arrivel et Wersetlle of the 9.8 
pan Yerk, & veesel which 18 believed ‘to be destined for the 
transport of illegsl immigrants to ralestine. 
2. The Gee Pan York te owned by the F. 4- B. 
fille egents are Ginesta end Co. rot 3 
with a gross registered tonnage of 4570 
and can cerry 8250 when 


Se «Ge B- Pan York wae at fouen in Septender, and reports | 
® ph 


received at thet time tended to confirm the suspicion 
were alreedy enterteined with regerd to this vessel. 
Kejesty’s imbassy vould accordingly be grateful 4f the Fr 
suthorities would deny all facilities to the &@ fan York, 
and teke appropricte measures to ensure thet she does not 
embark illegal Jevieh immigrents. = 


windetry of *oreicgn -Treirs. 


Shipping Cee, 
fhe is 
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u71600 /Octover 
Date. eiCeb/s 


TO. Us in OG. MeG (i). Cs 


LoOs cc PoLuy. 
Liswobla Th 
My position course and speed 3622 north:2219 ‘east 110. 7 
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UNCIASS LTS 072000/0 ctober 
Dawe LelOelbre 


rom BIGBURY BAY 
_ . mecta 2052 


Addrensed Ge in GoMede(A)ey Co In QaMeda(M)ey 


Infos. 4cmiraltye 


IMMEDIATE. 


My position course an@ spocd 26 25 North 
2345 Egst 0350 11656 
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080800/October. 
Date: 8.106 7s 
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From BIGBURY BAY. 
recd. O9ll. 
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in C, Med. (M). 


ROR eel ete a Rete Ger a ets SS \Srsk ks TS ee e.. 


t Licey Beers, te 2 terete ae. tusks eco err 


“Wo C, in GC. Med. eS wager 
Into Admiralty. 
IMMEDIAT:. 
Position, ccurse and speed 38 13 - ey 50. 320. Ili. 
O&80800. 
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From BIGRURY BAY at Seow 
ived 0537 


Addressed ca. in G 
infoe Adtniralty. 


tMVEDIA WE. 


M V bo gi G z on CG O ALES Se an mn Ne See > . 
i a ee ‘v a ee ee Ge ae AF a uit ! 
14 Bast. oho. 44, 2) Oe NOran 2u 


Levance copies rcni: 
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MESSAGE. 


se iat? tt Re haga AARON AH : 


UNCLiSSIE IED 071200/./October 
Yor: BIGSURY BLY EGIK of s0% 7 


Recd: 12350 
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18 OGT i947 070401/October. 


UNCLASSIFIED 
Date 7,110.47. 


From BIGBURY BAY. 
Rectd 0424. 
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Addressed C» in C. Med (Mm) C, in C. Med (A) 
Info, Admiralty. 


THe Dy Ata 
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Position Course and 9S 
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fdvance copy D.G. and RG. 
sont 0600/7/th. 


peed, 36 48 North, 19 55 Bast, 
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UNCLASS IFIED 0700014/0c tober 


Date yma On fs 
Rec'd OOL7 


From BIGBURY Bay 


ee) 4 ae ae ere 
iddressed Ge in Ce Med. (41), Ge in G. Hed. (M)., 
Info. Zaniral CVe 


TMMED IJ. TE | 
My position course and speed 3703 North 1341 Baste 
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Date 6 goes aly 
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Gc, in CG, Med (A) GC. in C. Med (MM) 


Quam. 


Adcresseu, 
Info, Admirelty, 


IMMEDIATE 
My position Course and Specie 
Om. «ska 


37 18 North 17 49 Baste 


Advence copy D.C. and RC. 
sent 2037/6the 
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UNCLA SSTPLISD 
610047. 


PROlie BIGBURY Bal. 


TO. Ce in Ce his E (i) Ce in Ce wea (ii). 
TLINEO ry ee Ak alouy e | 
Thi i TE 
liy aCe and Be 3732 north 1702 east 
440.10.5. 
064 600.3; 
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er or confidential 


WARNING: This Is an a oni version of a secrét cyp : 
e text must first be paraphrased* if It is meager 


B obi 4947 


- code message and t 
communicate It to persons outside British or Allied Government Serv. 


(*Note: Messages shown as having been sent In a One-Time Pad: 
6 @,T.P.” are excepted from. this rule.) 
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082330/October» 
From SURPRISE, Date 8.10.47. 
Reed, 2312. 


- SECRETBX 


aE VG | ATU COATT CICS emsthneest © - sim ant Oot ere 01: cateneni tet nad Ge CGE, 


o ees OY OS Ce atl TOS CSS OSE IOI, 


on eats of 


Addressed C, in CGC. Med, Afloat. : 
Info. GC, in G, Med, Malta, H.B.N.M.(G). Admirolty. 
| covpan,. ©,8.One. BIGBURY BAY. 


IMMEDIATE 
| PAN YORK entered Dardanciics. BIGBURY BAY — 


procecding to Haifa. 
| 082330 


391430 0409348 9179Ng 3HL 40 LHD IMAdOD 


Advance copies sent D.C. - RC, 
2530/8 Octo 


400 NOT 


lst Lord : 
Ish S.l.(3)% 
Ve. lee 

Ae Cell és 

Naval Scerctarye 
secr starve 
U.S.56 


QUNDUEBVO 


1¢ 38 


O82000A/0 ctober. 
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Addressed C. in C. Med. (A), C. in CG. Med. (M). 
Info. SURPRICH, C.S.1. Admiralty. H.B.N.M.(G). 
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Advance copies sent ReC-e 
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UNCLASSIFIED 081600A/October, 
From BIGBURY BAY. Date 8.10.47, 


Recta 1647, 


7 Ts ete 1 ae OR SO RS LIE D.C, IG FO. EGS A. SE * OY ee ed janes ny Sea Oar A A cme Ae 6 AG OT I TY £8 OF veneren: lar oak. Viet Fe aad 


em la “eal OE ee. AL NS A A A «| ST 
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O8LE00L 


havence copies D.N.I. 0.D. My DG. 
sent L7TLOs 


~o. 
«< 
= 
oe 
= 
=4 
© 
bs | 
= 
= 
m. 
vo 
‘= 
ow 
td 
© 
4 
m 
o 
°o 
2 
= ] 
°o 
bs | 
= 
o 
m 


N00 NOT 


MESSAGE. 


Pein’ f 
mis its Leda ie 


1 sy RNIN BPA 8 
¥ 


081600A/October. 


UNCLASSIFIED. 
From. BIGBURY BAY, Date. 8-1LO-47. 
Recd, 164%, 


CORRECTION. 


4 . 
P | 
0 2 Oo 
Custt. ‘aanerares PC manetianee onimatamann re. sears oe “OS! OP 


To. SURPRISH., C. in C. Meds (A), C- tn C, Med. (li). 
imivalty (G), Compale 


Tnfoe Us yb g 


TMMED TALE» 


eens ree mma om BRetwes! 46 eT wore 


My position course and speed, 3919 North, 
4d. 


9455 Bast. CoO. Ii 
OS1600A. 
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araphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential | 2b 
3 code message and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 
3 ving been sent in a One-Time Pad: 


_sommnft- Nove += Messages shown-eoory 
Se ; &epted from this rule.) : 


WARNING: This is an un 


ae : OOLSSIB/October. 
RO OGT 9847 | 


From hes oNedie Tstenbul, Date comekery vee 


Recta 1755.4 


@ 7 8 CYP HERO. gee Os bes ree ee ene ene et Ct A road 


Addressed Admire lty | 
Caen Oy in Gy (rod). COMPAL, ByN.A, Ankaras 
IMPORTANT 
Number 249 PLN YORK pe. 
todey Thursdays 


sged into Black Sea 1440B 


2 famiralty please pass to all except Ankarae 
O91L551B 
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pies D.C. and RC. 


Advance exe) 
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Lst Lorde 
1Iste Soa Lorde (3) 
V.C.N.e 

a.c.N.S. 

Naval Secretary. 


Secretarye 
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completed) 


Next Paper 


KC FAGS 


INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


Ef / 


6 OCT is4/ i GOS, 
irae . ae ‘oe ». 
FROM PALESTINE (Getigggir A. Cunningham 7 


De. lst october, 1947. 
- lst u e 


Cypher (0.7.P, ) 


7_ OCT _is47 J 


20.00 bre 


No,1841 secret. 
Tilegal Immigration Policy. 


Pollowing passage occure in a Reuter iesaage 
No.9 of 29th september. Begins. 


tt British Foreigh offica spokesman hinted today that 
if 2,500 Jewish passengers aboard the two ships PADUCAH and 
WORTHLANDS tried to land in Palesting, they might ba 
returned to Bulgeria and Roumania. 


He did not indicate what action the British 
authorities wonld take, but sald that the normal international 
practice would be to raturn them to their countries of origin~ 
in this case Bulgarie and Roumania”. 


391340 080938 9179Ng 3HL 30 LHD 18Ad09 


2. ‘The message goes on te give details of PADUCAH and 
NORTHLANDS and refers to nepotiations between H.M.G. and the 
Governments of Bulgaria and Rowmmnanie. 7 


N00 NO1 


So Message caused considerable excitament here; 
publication of passage quéted, dealing with rofoulement, 
wes prohibited by ths censor as its appsarance in the Local 
press would have been calculated to be prejudicial to 


public order. 


uh. A further quotation of the Foreign office 
spokeamean, giving detajia and movement of PAN YORK ana 
PAN GRESCENT, fas appeered in today's "Palestine posé" and 
has again oreducead seme sxcitement local Ly. 
hee 


5. Coincidence of the pronouncements appears to 
indicate a reversal of policy in regard to publishing 
information concerning illegal immigration. 2 should 
ba grabefll if I might ba informed whether this is 80, 
Tam anxious, in any case, to avoid building u 
expectations locally, and on security grounds ( paecLins ) 
"to agree to the announcement of estimited tims of 
arrival of illegal ships in Palestine waters. iInmy 


view publicity should be directed towards showing up the © 


. part played by countries from which the ships sail and 
conditions on board. — 


Copies sent to: 


Foreign office (News Dapt.) = Mr. Hathews, 
" ” ~ Hie, Boi the 
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Next Paper. 
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[This telegram is of particular - secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP 
CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM PARTS TO FORBIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Ashley Clarke | | 
No.940 %D.o.15 pom. 6G th October, 1947, 


6th October, 1947, R.7.35 pom. 6 th October, 1947, 


Repeated to U.K. Delegation New York 
Marseilles Saving : 


IMPORTANT 
Confidential 


ight 
Marseilles telegran No.166, C7 


Pan York, 


When I was representing today to the secretary 

General the harm done to Anglo-French relations b 

the supine attitude of the competent French authorities 
towards vessels visiting French ports on their way to 
pick up illicit Jewish immigrants he said he wondered 
whether it would not be helful if a resolution were 

assed by the Assembly call ing on Member States to 

o what they could to see that the position in Palestine 
was not re judiced while the Commission's report was 
Still subjudice. 


2. I pointed out that there was already one 
resolution in this sense on record and that we had 
frequently quoted it in our communications to the French 
Government but I thought possibly something more specific 
and urgent could be devised. He promised to reflect 
on the matter, 
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Foreign Office please pass to United Kingdou Delegation 


y 


New York as ny telegram-No.66, | 
[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York] 


/ v/s 
Regist yi /SbHo / 
Nienber (797 of Vie 


FROM yo f ft had 
No. he gr | Pe . 


Dated 


Received /- 
in Registry ae 


Last Paper 
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Next Paper 
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7 ber, 1947 


i 


yo. 
Ley 


Dear Ooherr, 7 a ie 
a 


-«#y attention has beon ivataho an iten ineluded ia @ Danish 
freight cireular dated 19th september, issued by Guenson & | 
geapereen, Ghipbrokers, of Toldbodgade 2, Copenhagen K., whieh 
reads ag follors te 


were 


"TRRCHARTS! GHUERS 
Ki por yeuse 
able to carry 6/766 ‘Migrants in Dorniteries and about 2/356 

Clase Passengers in Cabins tor 6/9/12 monthe «ith delivery 

warseilles, end cotober for trade - 

to central america. peed not lesa than 13 mots. offers 

invited with full .gerticulars, plans snd photo.” fl \ 

It has bean suggested that the anquiry ia “rather intriguing", 
ulthough the particulars indicate requirenent is for 4 neemel 
enigrent class passenger ship. Roverthelessa, it ie considered 
the ‘orking Perty should be anare of this, in ease Gentral smorica 
is really Palestine, althmigh it is considered that tais is 
unlikely. — | , 

tT an sending sopies of this latter to Highwa,  vershed and 


Cable. 
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Yours sincerely, 


5 J, ‘Cherm, £3q., 
Bex 560, 
Parliament “treet 5.., 
1,8. be 
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FORKIGH GPFIGH, de tele 


(E 9313/0/31) 15th Cetober, 1947s 


rr. can HES “YT ee on 
Re Bel Wey be RN 
we dato . Abed ayes ie tes 75 AN 2 


our sttention has been drawn to an item included 
in a Dandeh freight cirouler dated 19th september, isaued 
by Suenegon and Jespsrscn, Shipbrokete, of Toldbodgade 2, 
Copenhagen Ke, which Feads 62 follows i= 


MPYNECHARTER ORDERS 
Pessenger Vere oi 
able to cerry 6/700 cmigrante in pormd tories 
and about 2/300 class ressengers fin Gabing for 
6/9/12 month: with delivery Uareeilies, snd 
cetobver for trade « 


to gentead | iene t 10 te 
offers invited with 


photo.” 

2, hie might juet possibly be a dieguised enquiry 
for « ehip suitable for Jewleb leyal imuigtatione <e 
ghould be grateful for any information you enn give ue 
on the advertisers. 


Apeed not lees than 13 knots. 
ruil particulars, plang aad 


Yours ever, 


a Tee: AT Be 
Baceak i chat, ‘ as cig AR £ pe oe dey 


Chaneery, 
Britieh smbassy, 
Copenhagen. 
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PNSULADO GENERAL 


DE LA REPUBLICA DE PANAMA 
London, Sth Oc ‘os ‘Woa7 


No.u-1147 e 
EAM a 0) 
oe 3. ) ae : oe ie Qe wy 


tl refer to your innediate snd one ee Note Noe 
B 9159/84/31 dated the 4th Octoher and I csonfirm-odur 
subsequent telephone conversation when I informed you 
that, in view of the stronm evidence given in this cese 
in suyrport of the British Government suspicions that the 
s.s."Pan YORK" and s.s."FAN JRESJENT" will soon be engaged 
in the illegal traffic of jews to Falestine, I had de cided 
to request mv Governnent to authorize to cancel the 
oanunmanian resistration of these vessels. 


As I mentioned to you verbally, these vessels are not 
ny direct re sponsability es they were not registered by me, 
but I am determined to stor this traffic under our flag 
and in the case of these two vessels you fortunately have 
given me the means to act stronely. There fs no doubt 
whatsoever in my mind that these vessels sve suspect. 


a cooy of the Letter which I have sent to-day 


I enelose 
a telesram sent this morning. 


to ny Government confirmins 
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I ulso note with nleasure that you will be replying to 
ny personal letter. It is very imrortant that I should have 
your rerly before next Fridav and perhaps you will be good 


enough to do this for me. e 


ST Ee 
Busehbio A.eMorales soar 
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ee SCLIN, BSGes 
aetee Office, Say 


a0 


\Zlo 
Londres, 6 de Octubre de 1947. 


Be 6-1246,= 


Sefior Don 

Joel Medina, e 

Director de la Secsion Goneular y de Naves 
del Ministerio de ne Bee Tesoro, 
Panama, Repiblica de Panand, 


¢ 


Sefior Director: 


Me apresuro 2 confirmar a usted mi 
cablegrama de fecha de hoy, que a la letra dice; 


"SECNAVES — HACTENDA 
PANAMA 


POREION OFFICE EN NOTA EB 9159/84/31 FECHADA 
HOY SOLISITAN COOPERAGIGN GORIERNU NAGQIUNAL GANe 
CELACIGON PATENTES PANYORK Y PANCESCENT SUMINISTRANDO 
DETALLES CONCRETOS QUS SUSTENTAN FUNDADAS SOSPECHAS 
DICHOS BARCOS DEDICARANSE MUYPRONTO TRAFICO JUDIOS 
PUNTO A PIN EVITAR REPITASE LO COURRIDO CO! NORTH= , 
LANDS Como INFO MT NOTA 0-993 FUCHADA 4 JUNTO Y 
CABLEGRAMA POSTERIOR SOLICITO AUTORIZACION CANCELAR 
PATENTES BARCOS PANYORK Y PANCRESCENT ANTS SEA 


DEMASIADO TARDE PUNTO AEREO ENVIOLE TRADUCCION NOTA 
POREIGN OFFICE 


PANACONSUL® . 


Tal como ‘anuneié a usted en dicho mensaje, 
ms commlace remitirle anexa al presente oficio, traduc~ 
sion al exstellano de la nota del Foreign Office N2 
9159/64/31 de fecha 4 de Cotubre actual, la cual contiene 
una relacion detallada de las actividades a que han estado 
dedicados ultimamente los barcos “PAN YORK" y “PAN CRESCENT®, 
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Me permito sugerir la conveniencia de cue 
la de@ision del Gobierno Nacional al respecto sea comuni- 
cada con la mayor celerid:d posible, debido a que, seg 


opinidén extraoficial exprag*ge ATK: Bens gn-ph en. 9g? Fereion 


Office, la dilacion gem 


Que 


\ 


Géneaul en Berdeos, cumpliendo instrucciones de eae 


Despacho, efectuaron la verificacién de los cargos 

formulados, fué probablemente la causa principal de 

que lae actividades del barco "NORTHLANDS" no hubte= 
trayendo como con- 


ran gido interceptadas a tiempo, 
fuera detenids por auto- 


secuencia que dicho barco 
ridades inglesas en aguas de Palestina, con inmigran= 


tea ilezgales a bordde 
i En espera de las instruccicnes de ese 


winisterio respecto a la actuacién que me corresponda 
tener en este caso, me suseribo atentauenie, 


*  Busebio Ay MoralcB, | 
Céngul General de Pananie 
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PALESTINE , a 


Hy of famigselin [elif 


Number E933 bf. Af, Vad We ka (if catnip 71) 4. 
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Colonial Office, 
The Church House, 
Great Smith Street, 
L Onda Sa Wea. ees. — 


7th October, 194.7. 
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You will remember mentioning to me the other 
day that Reuters have misinterpreted a statement by 
your News Department about PADUCAH and NORTHLANDS ana 
the possibility of refoulement. You will now have 
seen Palestine telegram No. 1841 Secret dealing with 
this. 


“* 


76021/4,7 


The line we had agreed to take on this issue 
was contained in our telegram No. 1641 of the 
24th July to Palestine as amended by Palestine telegram 
Noe 1425. The effect of these two telegrams was that 
Palestine, if pressed on the refoulement issue, would 
say that “though standing firmly by the right of 
refoulement (which would be carried out in suitable 
Cases) Government declines on security grounds to 
give its reasons for the disposal of illegal immigrants 
in particular cases." 


If you agree we propose to reply to Palestine's 


No. 1841 to the effect that your spokesman did not 

suggest that immigrants on board the two vessels in 
question might be returned to Bulgaria or Roumania and 

that the Reuter message is obviously a misinterpretation 

of the Foreign Office's spokesman's reiteration of our 
thesis that refoulement is a normal international practices 
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We might add a warning to the effect that since 
an approach would have to be made to foreign governments 
if refoulement was at any time intended, before the ships 
reached Palestine, it was quite possible that we should 


/not 


J.@.S. BEITH, ESQ. 


not be able to prevent the news of our intentions 
from becotiing public before the arrival of the ship 
at Haifa. 


We propose to add that there is no reversal 
of policy in regard to publishing information 
concerning illegal immigration but that there may at 


times be clear advantage in making public information 
about suspect ships such as PAN YORK ana PAN CRESCENT. 


Hh Wgho 


(J.D. Higham) 
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Stee beet aati 


Your telegram wo. 162, 
| _orcign Office state that the Reuter nessags 
in guestian was nlsinterpretation of guidance given 
by News pepar tment. 


Spokeaman did no& suggest that immigrants 
would be returned to or Hownania but merely 
rg-iterated the ip. reply to questions that 
Such action would be in line with normal international 
procedurs, | 


Sines an approach would have 
Fernmcats if refouleme 
We might well in suc 
to prevent the naws of oMming 
public befers the arrival cot the ship in palestine. 


3 thers is no reversal of ¥ regarding 
publishing information miigration. 
AG timeshewever there 
arousing 


pproachas, in 
making public inPormation about. Suspect ships such 
a3 PAN YORK and PAN CRESCENT, it is soted that you 
Wish to avoid giving publicity to expected arrivaia 
of tilegal imaigrant Ships and this will be dong as 
far a8 possible. it mey nevertheless bs difficult 
to achieve this once interest has been araused in any 


part 


Copiea sents to-:- 
Foreign uffice mR. Baith. 
$3 | 


~ Nas De pertinent, 


